Routine serological screening for syphilis during pregnancy--disposable anachronism or fundamental necessity?
Between 1984 and 1988 inclusive 34 patients with syphilis during pregnancy were identified in this unit by routine serological screening. There were 2 stillbirths in this group of patients giving a perinatal mortality rate of 59 per 1,000 total births. Analysis of the patients' history and physical examination findings did not reveal any predictive factors for sexually transmitted diseases in most cases. Despite the dramatic fall in the prevalence of syphilis both during pregnancy and the general population in Hong Kong, routine serological screening for syphilis during pregnancy must continue.